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_ Dedicated to my Mother-in-Law 
BERTHA JOSEPHINE CLARK 
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PETER ALLEN and MARGARET KING. 


Peter Allen is believed to have been born in 1811 at Rad-= 
cliffe, near Manchester in Lancashire, England. He was tried 
and convicted of burglary at Lancaster Quarter Sessions on 
3rd December, 1838. It was stated at his trial that he was a 
Protestant, married with one child, a daughter. His trade was 
given jas "Dyer and Rope Maker", but he could neither read or 
write. 

Peter was described as being 5ft. 44ins. tall with a 
sallow complexion, light brown hair and grey eyes. He was fur- 
ther described as having a thick nose, a scar on the centre of 
his upper lip, a mole on the back of his right jaw, a large 
mole on the back of his neck, four moles on the left side of 
his neck, several moles on both of his arms, and a scar on the 
outside of his left leg. 

Peter Allen was among 240 male convicts who sailed from 
Sheerness on 15th May, 1839 on board the "Parkfield". The 
vessel lof 496 tons, built on the Isle of Man in 1833, with 
J.T. Whiteside as Master and Alexander Neill as Surgeon, took 
109 days to complete the journey and arrived in Sydney on 1st 
September, 1839, with no deaths occuring on the voyage. 

Peter Allen apparently did not earn himself an early re-=- 
prieve as there appears to be no record of a "Ticket of Leavel! 
or "Pardon"! for him. Australia in the early 1800's was virtu- 


| ally only a penal colony and not many wives accompanied or 
| followed their convict partners to the unknown world. Peter 


had to ioe the fact that he would probably never see his wife 
in England again. The British had a law that a marr- 


marry again as long as the spouse was abroad, even though the 
| Spouse might still be living. What happened to Peter Allen's 
first wife and daughter is yet unknown, but after serving his 


sentence he decided to start afresh in the colony with a new 
wife - Margaret King. 


N.B. 
Ticket of Leave, for 

PETER ALLEN, 

has since been located at NSW Archives 
Ticket of Leave No. 44/2631 
Dated 31st October, 1844 


The traffic in female orphan migrants between 1848 and 
1850 was well organized by government authorities and respons- 
ibility towards the young women was taken very seriously, poss-= 
ibly influenced by the example set by Caroline Chisholm, An 
orphan committee was established which acted as guardian of the 
young women, granting them permission to marry, selecting per- 
sons} considered to be suitable employers and overseeing the 
terms of their employment. 


Margaret King, a Catholic, age stated as 18 years, ( she 
was in fact nearer to 23 years), was an orphan immigrant from 
County Waterford, Ireland. Born c1827, the daughter of James 


and Anastatia King (nee Fitzgerald’) who were both dead when she 
left|Ireland, Margaret was a House Servant, who could neither 
read|or write. She sailed from Plymouth on board the "Panama", 
a vessel of 511 tons, under the command of Captain T.I. Thomas, 
with |Surgeon A.S. Wiseman in charge of the medical care of the 
immigrants. 


After a voyage of 97 days, Margaret King arrived in Sydney 
on board the "Panama" on 12th January, 1850. She was in good 
health and had no complaints about the voyage. Margaret was 
probably amongst the 35 single girls from the ship who were 
sent jtto Wollongong on 18th January, 1850. Some time later she 
apparently met Peter Allen and on 19th December, 1850, they were 
married at Kiama according to the rites of the Catholic Church 
before Father Eugene Luckie. At the time of their marriage, 
they were both residents of Jamberoo. They continued to live 

in the Jamberoo area for the next 26 years until Margaret's 


death, 
Peter and Margaret Allen had 10 children: 
- Mary, - James, = Peter John, - Anastatia, - John, - Charles, 


- Willian, - Thomas, = Henry, - Margaret. 

Margaret Allen died in childbirth, aged 48 years, on 7th 
August, 1876 in Kangaroo Valley and is believed to be buried in 
an unmarked grave in Kangaroo Valley Cemetery. 

Peter Allen was living with his eldest son, James, at 
Bungendore, when he died on 11th October, 1895 aged 84 years 
and is| buried in the Church of England Cemetery, Bungendore. 
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I, FReter Allen do hereby 


declare {hat 1am a Member of, or hold Communion with the Roman Catholic Church. 


I, Margaret King ‘ do hereby 


declare that Iam a Member of, or hold Communion with the Roman Catholic Church. 


I, Hugene Luckie of ‘Wollongong 

Ministerlof Illawarra District do hereby certify that 
Peter, Allen of Jambaroo 

and Margaret King of Jambaroo 

were joined together in wedlock by me, on the 19th day of 
December, 1850 , at Kiama 


in the presence of 


Andrew Whelan 


Witnesses 
Allice Moore 
: Peter Allen, his X mark 
Parties 
Margaret King, her X mark 


Eugene Luckie, 
Minister 


1, . Trevor William Haines, 
hereby | certify that the above is a true copy of particulars recorded in a Register 


of Roman Catholic Marri ia by me Z 
AS 
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BUNGENDORE CEMETERY 
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THE FINAL RESTING PLACE OF 


PETER ALLEN 


r Allen husband of Margaret (King) died 13th October,’ 
and is buried in an unmarked grave in the Church of 

and Cemetery, Bungendore, beside Elizabeth Allen (Piper) 

first wife of his son, James. James Allen is also 

ed here along with Emily (Kershaw) his second wife and 

iam Flanagan, whom she married after the death of James, 
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The Historic Village of Bungendore lies in a charm- 
ing vaiiey|to the south of Lake George, just 20 
minutes from Queanbeyan along the Kings High- 
way. 


The Village was proclaimed in 1837 soon after the 
first mail runs were established, and soon became 
an important junction of several roads connecting 
Goulburn, | Braidwood, Queanbeyan and Cooma, 
and a trading centre for the vast properties which 
surrounded it on all sides. Several Inns were soon 
established, and business premises and private 
homes bujlt so that by 1880s there were three 
churches, ja court house, four inns, a post office, 
a public school, a convent and school, a flour mill 
and several general stores. Tourism was also estab- 
lished with boating and picnicing and Guest House 
facilities at Lake George. The railway reached Bun- 
gendore in 1885 when the fine Victorian Gothic 
Station was opened, the centenary has just been 
celebrated with the arrival of steam trains and a 
country fair. Several other victorian buildings date 
from this time. A fine example is the Royal Hotel, 
and another the Carrington. There are many ex- 
amples of|stone and handmade brick buildings of 
earlier period and charming wooden cottages dat- 
ing from the turn of the century. 


Bungendore’s fortunes have varied over the past 
century. Facilities such as improved road transport 
and the growth of Queanbeyan and Canberra in the 
1960s and 70s made Bungendore seem like just 
another sigs little country town. 1985 however 
reflects the boom years of 100 years. There has 
been an oo in population, building, general 
facilities and service industries, and a lively tourist 
industry is} developing, with the Historical Society 
and the Chamber of Commerce seeking to provide 
the best of tourist facilities and yet preserve the 
historic significance of the village. 


Bungendore has always been a keen centre for 
sport, and] while the several football, cricket and 
tennis clubs of the 1920s-1940s are no longer a 
reality, iene sports are still played in the Village 


rief History of Historic Bungendore 


Park, wntie Rodeo, Polocross, horse Racing, Pony . 
Club and Trail Riding are now popular activities. 
The booklet ‘‘A Walk Around Historic Bungendore 
Village”’ is a comprehensive guide to the village and 
is available at $3.50 from tourist outlets, the post 
office and general stores. 
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KANGAROO VALLEY CEMETERY. 


A burial ground in Kangaroo Valley was dedicated on the 18th 


February, 187 
together with 
William’ Ritch 
section is a 
iron fencing, 


O and provision made for all denominations, © 

a general section under the Trusteeship of 

ie, R. Boxsell and Ge McAndrew. In the general 
large, four plot, square, with a wall and cast- 
It ia the only unidentified grave in the 

is the possible resting place of Margaret Allen 


cemetery and 


nee King, ve 


Kangaroo Val 


e of Peter Allen, who died in childbirth in 
ey on 7th August, 1876 and whose Death Certificate 


states she was buried by John Ritchie in Kangaroo Valley on 


9th/August, /1 


876. No record of any other grave for her can be 


found. Burifed also in the Kangaroo Valley Cemetery, are 
Henry and Mary Boddington, who reared Margaret, the youngest 
daughter of |Peter & Margaret Allen, after the death of 


Margaret in|/1 


876. Mary Boddington was another daughter of 


Margaret's brother, Thomas King and his wife Mary Donovan. 


Kangaroo/ Va 


lley Cemetery where MARGARET ALLEN is buried. 
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ENGLAND to AUSTRALIA 


ON THE “'PARKFIELD" 1839. 
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THE ARRIVAL OF PETER ALLEN - CONVICT - IN. AUSTRALIA 


"Convict Number 39897 = Age 25 - Protestant - 


Married - Dyer,Rope Maker - Crime: Burglary" 


Coen csccesoves 


: } 
mh, Set «one cage yentreeges! § 


ai 


REW 


Protestast | Married 


Dyer aed rope maker o..+..00..| Burglary Lapeaster 
Quarter Bessicn 
Indoor servant cook and carpenier.| Etenliog mosey Domincs - 
Labore: sescoccese cesceessencrs Highway sobbery Sorecreet Ansizes 
Somcstabirs Fert mbcrer .cocccccececcseces Highway robbery Beomarest Assist 
Misor terceees| Burghay StaSord Acaines 
Weaver and laborer eceescees ee] Highway robbery Warwick Amie 
Wire drewer . o+| Stealing a hive of bees Wave 


PP oar oe es — 
MOEA MAD see? 


TS, by the Ship PARK FIELD, J. T. WHITESIDES, Master ; 


3 December, law 
15 Newember, el 
4 Aogent, 1838 


4 huge, 1034 


— —. — aaa waa to 
~ : THE CONVICT SHIPS APPENDIX 
Date of Vessel R. Ton Built at Year Clas, Master Surgeon Sailed From Route Days 
Ayrival 
15 June Strathfieldsay (2) Bk. 476 Chepstow 1829 Pip. Jones Thos. B. Wilson 18236 P’smouth Rio 118 
af Ane, 5 A ee ue S. 820 Benoa 1807 at Thos. Bolton a. me 5 3s F’smouth — 
Sept. aterloo Ss. 444 Bristot —4+ETs Ti. nat y 
12 Oct. Ehzabeth IV Bk. 392 Dartmouth 1808 an Jn. Austin — Rbt. Espie 26 6 36 London 108 
12 Oct. Lady Kennaway (2) S. 584 Calcutta 1817 AF) Rbt. P. Davidson Jas. Wilson ¥ : a4 thi a 
13 Nov. Captain Cook (3) S: 451 Whitby 1826 AR} Geo. W. Brown isc hi S Rese Baek ro 123 
9 Dec. Bengal Merchant (3) Ss. 503 Calcutta 1812 AL} Wn. Campbell Le aS 7 es — en +e 
14 Dec. Pyramus (2) Bk. 362 Sunderland 1822 AE] Geo. N. Livesay bediah ineo “ ie NA 
31 Dec. Earl Grey (}) S; 571 Newcastle 1835 Al Jas. Talbert Win. “Evans 27 8 ork Cape 
1837 : 
5 Jan. St. Vincent (1 S: 410 Lond 1 | as. Muddle And. Henderson 139 36 Cork Direct 114 
7 Feb. John II wy Ss. 473 oo a | a Dixon Chas. Inches 30 9 36 Sheerness 130 
12 Feb. Norfolk (5) _ Bk. 537 Littlehampton 1814 AF] ja. Gatenby ea D4 So Weclee 112 
23 Apr. Sarah and Elizabeth Bk. 270 Yarmouth 1830 AY Jn. Davison Jn. Rankine 37 Torb: | 
8 May Prince George S. 482 Bristol 1830 Ad paciphus,telton ag es 24137 Cork 126 
30 May = Margaret (1) S. 365 Chepstow 1829 Al yy. Sanney : me co 23337 D'smouth Direct 109 
#0 Jnly Mangles (8) S. 594 Caleutta oe er ee Mea 16337 Dublin 118 
Thi y a . 
7 pe L rae (2) ~ 4 i h pecynt pats “ a Garett Dav. Watson 29337 Downs Direct 110 
5 Aug oe ee I] S 706 Queb 1835 Ft Jos. Brown Ant. Donoghoe 19 4 37 Dublin Direct 108 
9 Oct: Charles Kerr S. 463 Sunderland 1826 AFI Dartae fcaela Se 1g Bo ia 101 
25 Oct. James Pattison (2) S. 513 London 1828 Al Jas. Cromarty cage esr ) 4 a iad Direct 120 
2Dec. “Asia V (3) S. 523 Calcutta 1814 AE] | Ben. Freeman oe pacha 20737 Woolwich Cape 155 
22 Dec. Henry Wellesley (2) Bk. 304 India 1804 AE} | Ed. Williams hg Lage. 11837 Dublin . 136° 3, 
25 Dec. Sir Charles Forbes (4) Ss. 364 Aberdeen 1824 Al Jas. Leslie Wm. Cliffor \n 
1838 : 
: Pat. Martyn 27 837 Dublin 128 
2 Jan. Neptune IT S. 499 Chepstow 1836 = Al oe Te Elis y 41037 Sheerness Cape 127 
8 Feb. Waterloo (6) : S. 414 Bristol 1815 AEI Giles Wad Rbt. Wylie 61137 P’smouth 95 
9 Feb. Emma Eugenia (1) Bk. 383 Whitby 1833. Al Dee Wm. MoDowell 99 11 37 Cork 114 
28 Mar. Diamond S573 IsleofMan 1835 Al es a wold Tewke 28 1137 Dublin 139 
lL Apr. William Jardine (1) S. 693 Liverpool 1836 AL { wee ree di Saas es = aes: ie. 115 
21 July Bengal Merchant (4) S. 503 Calcutta 1812. AEI Wm. Steal Obediah Pineo 4438 England Direct 126 
8 Aug. Lord Lyndoch (4) 5. 638 Calcutta 1815 AEI es Br; nia Geo. McClure 27 438 Dublin Direct 119 
22 Aug. 4H estmoreland (‘) Bk. 405 Lynn 1832. AI jn. B & And. Smith 35 38 Downs Direct 116 
2? Aug. John Renwick (1) a. oe pone = Ra jn. Matche Jn. Smith 11538 Dublin Cape 122 
iO Soph.” Clyde fA) eee nee ee Jas. Talbert Alex. Nisbet 8838 P'smouth Direct 105 
21 Nov. Earl Grey (2) Ss. 571 Newcastle 1835 Al ' Sec Tider Scien Thos. Bell 31738 P’smouth Hobart 140 
18 Dec. Portsea Bk. 451 Calcutta 1808 AE | Siios pent Alek Gawwenk 8938 Dublin 112 
29 Dec. Elphinstone (3) S. 425 Bristol 1825 AEI 2 ee TemMN : ; 
i 
1839 j 126 
Ed. 38 Dublin Cape 
Lay Gamers %2) = enepateNv 1929 AL Walt ork Ea, Hilaiten 101038 Sheerness Direct 113 
3 é Al t. Young Ed. Hilditch 
1 Jan Theresa (1) Bk. 497 Calcutta 1834 é Fy ance. : 38 Portland Cape 119 
9 Mz (4 36 Begs AL 3. Manning Thos. Robertson 10 11 38 r P 
a) Mar Planter (2) Bk. 367 Lynn 1828 AE! { Jn Robson Campbell France ?1138 Sheerness Ten. 
22 Mar John Barry (5) S. 520 Whitby 1814 Al \ as. Morgan Jas. Barr 22239 Dublin 145 
sins veeon in Se ee ee “fee 1623) Buin |S 
une nitby a itby Apa es } 
1 Sept. Park/reld 6 J. T. Whiteside Alex. Neill 15 5 39 Sheerness 


ennetmn 


Mary Anne IIT (1) 


8 Dec. Barossa (1) 
26 Dec. Minerva IT (2) 
1840 
25 Jan Middlesex 


578 


Jarrow 
Yarmouth 
Bengal 


Sunderland 


1839 


AE! 


J.C. Hillman 
Jn. Austin 
Geo. Brown 


Chas. Munro 


Wm. McDowe 
Wm. Bland 
Rbt. Wylie 
Pat. Magovern 


Jn. Baird 


18 7 39 
3 8 39 
18 8 39 


67 39 


Woolwich Ten. 
Sheerness Direct 
Dublin | Cape 
Dublin Mauritius 


THE CONVICT SHIPS APPENDIX 
: Landed: Landed: 

Year Vessel Embarked  Relanded — Deaths Sydney Hobart Year Vessel Embarked  Relanded Deaths Sydney Hobart 

i M. F. M. FJ OM. Fo OM. pp M. OF. M. FO OM. FM. F. 
1836 John Bary 320 _— 2 2 — 318  ~- 1838  W'tlliam_ Jardine 224 — 12 2 210 
1836 Susan .. . 300 — — 6 = 224 — =r 1838 Bengal Merchant 270. — a= 3 aa O67 = a 
1836 Henry H ‘lesley — 4118 cs ee 8 — yrs ae 1838 Lord Lyndoch 330 —_— _ 19 — 31) an fend | pats 
1836 Asia .: : 290 — -- 2—- — — 28 _ 1838 Westmoreland .. 2 Ohe 37 4 — 213 — a 
1836 Roslin Castle — 165 = — 3 — 12 —~ _ 1838 Lord William Bentinck 320 — = 3—- — — 317: — 
1836 Recovery: 2840 — 4 = e350 O80 ee =e aa 1838 John Renwick ... ae Hy 1 ate i a ae 
1836 Arab — 132 - — 1 5 — — 13) 1838 Clyde 216 — 26 — - 25 — pS 
1836 Surrey 2290 — 2 — 99 = a Ee 1838 Nautilus a 987 4 = gil ype sete SD 
1836 Elphinstone 240 — _ 2 -- _ — 238 — 1838 Minerva 160 — _— 1 — —- — 69 — 
1836 Thomas Harrison — 112 112 ee 1838 Coromandel 350 — — 2 — —- — 348 — 
1836  Strathfreldsav 270 — — * P— 269 = = *. 1838 Earl Grey , 290 — = 2— 28a — —_- = 
1836 Lord Lyndoch 330 = — _ 5 — —- — 38 — 1838 Augusta Jessie 210 — — 1 — — — 29 — 
1836 Moffatt 400 — ] 3 — 396 — —- — 1838 Portsea is 240 — — 1 — 239 — _-_ — 
1836 Waterloo 224. — — 2— 222 — =~ = 1838 Elphinstone 25 — 23 —- — 22 — a 
1836 Elizabeth — I16)1 - - —_ — 161 - 1839 Margaret ws — 189 22 — ] — 166 —_— _ 
1836 Lady Kennaway 300 — 2 298 - - - 1839) ATajestic — 126 3 - — 123 
1836 Lady Nugent 286 — —_-——- — — 2 — 1839 Gilmore 280 ~— 1 1—- — — 278 — 
1836 Captain Cook 236 — 1 — 228 — a 1839 Theresa 266 — a 2— 24 — _-_ — 
1836 Henry Porcher 260. — 2 — — — 28 — 1839 Planter — 171 171 — 
1836 Westmoreland — 185 = = J <= = = 184 1839 John Barry 320. -- — 1— 319 — ~— ~— 
1836 Bengal Merchant 270 — — 1 — 29 — - — 1839 Pyramus 170 — _— 170(a) — 
1836 Pyramus — 121 1 —— — 120 a 1839 Waverley 176 176 — os 
1836 Eden 280 — — 3 — — — 277 — 1839 Whitby ; — 133 — — 1 — 132 _- — 
1836 Earl Grey 297. — 6 3 — 288 — —- — 1839 Marquis of Hastings 240 — — 7 — — — 23 —  ., 
1837 St. Vincent 193) — 2 1— 199 — _- — ' 1839 Egyptian ‘ . 190 — — 1 — — — 189 — I 
1837 John 260 — — 5 — 25 —- — — | 1839 _ Parkfield oa] .. 240 — = a_i ADS = = 
1837 Norfolk 280 — _ 2°— 278 — _- — | indostan a = TO — — iT a Sen —"T78 
1837 Sarah .. 255 — 1 9 — — — 245 — | 1839 . Blenheim ‘ 207. — 7 4 — 196 — —_- — 
1837 Sarah and Elizabeth — 100 2 — 2 — 96 —- — 1839 Mary Anne — 143 — — 1 — 142 _- — 
1837 Prince George 250 — por 6 — 944 en mS 1839. Barossa co —_— — 2 — 334. — — _— 
1837) Frances Charlotte 150 — = _ —- — 1580 — 1839 Layton 2630 — 3 4 — —- — wu6 — 
1837 Margaret — 162 9 2 — I15) -- - 1839 Minerva — 119 ] — 2 — 316 —_ — 
1837 Mangles 310 — - 2 - 308) - = \ 1840 Canton . 240 — _ 710 — - 230 — 
1837 Heber 2430 — 25 1 — 2177 — — i= : 1840 Middlesex 200 — a 8 — 192 -— _- — 
1837 Blenheim 210 — = 6— —~— —~— 204 — 1840 Woodbridge 230 — 1 — 229(b) — eae! 1s 
1837 Lloyds 200 200 — —- = 1840 Runnymede .. 200 — _ = = — — 200 — 
1837 Calcutta 360 — 20 10 — 330 — oes 1840 Gilbert Henderson — 185 1 — 1 _—_ — — 183 
1837 Elphinstone 240 — = 1—- — ~— 29 — 1840 Mandarin 2120 — } iS oe HO 
1837 Recovery 280 — — 5 — —~ — 2 — 1840 Surrey — 213 — — 1 — 212 Re | Ga 
1837) Charles Kerr 250 -— = 4— 246 — - = 1840 Masttland 310 — 5 3 — 302 — _- — 
1837 Platina , : — ?116 2 -- 113 1840 Isabella — 119 — —_- — — 119 _-_ = 
1837 James Pattison. 2970 «= = as, = 270 = — aad F 1840 Asta ; 276 . —- —_— 2 — — re 274 = 
1837) Susan 300 — 1 G — = “cS OB. c= 1840 King William 180 180 — =. a 
1837 Asia ‘ ‘ 280 — — 3 277 ——— a 1840 Margaret — 133 2 — 1 — 130 — — 
1837 Henry Wellesley — 140 ] — — 139 ho 1840 Pekoe 184 —_— 4 30 — — _ _— 
1837 Sty Charles Forbes — 150 2 — | — 4h = = 1840 Eden 20 — 1— 29 — a 
1838 Neptune 200 = o Gis 197 Ae ; «EBA Egyptian re “9 178 
1838 Royal Sovereign 150 — 150 — 1841 Navarino a= [Ao 3 —y 2 aia * gee sae 
1838 Neptune (lerris) 850 =: a anaes fs ey | BER Oe 1841 Hindosian 210 — J eee 
1838  Atwick “i at P5i a —= 4 oe — 150 1841 Lord Lyndoch 321 — H 6 = — — SM — 
1838) Waterloo 224 = 224 3 a 
1838) Emma Eugenia 200.8 — — i => 9S <— = * (a) Landed 76 at Hobart and 94 at Port Arthur. ; 
1838 Diamond — 162 — — 1 — 161 se | Po (b) Eighty of these prisoners were transhipped in Augusta Jesste to Norfolk 
MGSB Wha fate 400 — - 3 — a oe Island, the remainder disembarking at Sydney. 
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IRELAND to AUSTRALIA 
THE ARRIVAL OF MARGARET KING - ORPHAN/EMIGRANT 


IN AUSTRALIA ON THE "PANAMA" 1850 


EMIGRANTS LEAVING THEIR SHIP, SYDNEY COVE, 


Margaret |King was really about 23 years old, but had put her age 


back in order to be "acceptable" as an emigrant. In reality she 


probably did not even know her exact age, as she could neither 


read nor write. She was living in a "Workhouse" at the time of 


hér departure and at that time in Ireland, one needed to have 


fallen on 
Workhouse 
ed itself 


very hard times before contemplating recourse to the 
» When the opportunity to migrate to Australia presente 


» Women eagerly took it, 
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"LIFE ON THE OCEAN WAVES" 


eoesvoaWhat was life really like for our early immigrant 
WOMEN eeseeee SOME Of them poor unfortunate orphans 
from Ireland? seecssess 

The following is how Surgeon A.S. Wiseman of the 
"Panama" saw conditions = an original letter 
dated 19th January, 1850. 
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JAMBEROO. 


The Jamberoo Valley is part of an exceptional landscape 
which stretches 25 klms. from Marshall Mount to Berry and from 
the escarpment to the coastline. It is located approximately 
110 klms. south of Sydney, about 30 klms. south of Wollongong 
and just inland from the coastal town of Kiama. 

The Jamberoo Valley was first settled and farmed in the 
early 19th century and the emphasis on dairy production has 
continued since that time. The Valley abounded in dense veget- 
ation in which grew cabbage tree palms, sassafras and gum trees 
all interwinéd with creepers and vines. In the forests were 
wild ducks and brush turkeys, plovers, redbills and a host of 
native |birds, Early pioneers settled around the head of the 
Minnamurra River, among the first of them being John and William | 
Ritchie, John Ritchie, one of the first party of white men to | 
explore the Valley, settled at Jamberoo before his 300 acre 
grant, |"Poplar Grove", was promised in 1824. John Ritchie was 
responsible for the burial of Margaret Allen in 1876, due to 
the absence of her husband and he also registered her death. 
The village cemtre of Jamberoo, south of the ridge of Mount 
Terry, |grew nea® the grant of John Ritchie. The early pioneer ie 
settlers reached Wollongong either by boat from Kiama or over= 1 
land by Jordan's Pass behind Mount Keira, by horseback or in 
rough ¢arts. 

Although little remains of the very earliest settlement, 
there exists today many buildings constructed during the period | 
1840-80 which are still in excellent condition. The area is 
also renowned for its dry stone walls and cabbage tree palms. 
The en¢losing of the farmlands at Jamberoo and Kiama was carr- 
ied in a distinctive manner unique in New South Wales, by | 
the erection of stone walls, They were built by Thomas Newing i 
Over a/period of 70 years after he was shown at Fox Ground how 
to build his first wall in 1857. The stones were gathered 
from the paddocks and fitted to hold together without cement, 
tapering to the top. The influx of rabbits to the district 
early jin the twentieth century caused many farmers to pull down 
the fences, the stones being crushed for road metal. The 
National Trust classified the area in 1975 to protect the char- 
acter of the valley and prevented any further stone walls 


being lremoved, 


Be 


oe 


Jamberoo’s Woodstock area in 1848, showing Woodstock Mills and 
Minnamurra River, looking southwards to Saddleback. 
SKETCHES IN AUSTRALIA — R. M. WESTMACOTT. 


Jamberoo village in 1935 from the air. 
WESTON COLLECTION 


